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Offshore Wind Energy Measure Would Make the State of New Jersey a National Leader

L

egislation sponsored by Senate President Sweeney that
would help to jump-start an offshore wind energy
program and that has been dormant for close to eight years
was approved by the Senate on April 12 with broad bipartisan support.
The bill, S1217, will update the law to fully authorize
the process to approve a wind farm off the coast of Atlantic
City. The measure would allow the BPU to approve an
amended application for a qualified wind energy project
offshore in New Jersey territorial waters – more specifically the Fisherman’s Energy Project.
“Wind energy offers the opportunity to create jobs in a
growing sector of the economy while also generating clean
energy that helps protect the environment,” said Senator
Sweeney. “New Jersey has the ability to be a real leader on

wind energy and we should take advantage of this opportunity. We have coastal waters and a workforce that can
capitalize on the potential to expand our energy portfolio
and reduce pollution.”
This first project is a key component in the development of a full program which will eventually have 3500
MW of offshore wind power.
Senator Sweeney authored the 2010 law creating the
Offshore Wind Renewable Energy Credit program that has
not been implemented because of the failure of the Board of
Public Utilities to follow through with required regulations
or to approve a pilot program off the coast of Atlantic City.
Fisherman’s Energy has had a project ready to go in the
waters off the coast of Atlantic City, pending this approval.

Assembly Approves Taliaferro’s Legislation to Prevent Vandalism on Farmland

A

measure authored by Adam
Taliaferro to protect agricultural
and horticultural lands against trespassing and vandalism was recently
approved by the Assembly.
The bill, A1053, would revise,
expand, and clarify the restitution and
penalty provisions established in law
for trespassers and vandals on agricultural or horticultural lands.
“People might not realize that what
looks like public open space is actually private property
and someone’s livelihood,” said Taliaferro. “This legislation ensures that farmers are able to recover losses for any
damage incurred to their property.”
The bill establishes a civil penalty of at least $1,000 for
persons who: (1) knowingly or recklessly operate a motorized vehicle or ride horseback upon the lands of another
without obtaining and possessing the written permission

of the owner, occupant, lessee, or licensee thereof; or (2)
knowingly or recklessly damage or injure any tangible
property, including, but not limited to, any fence, building,
feedstocks, crops, live trees, or any domestic animals, located on the lands of another.
The legislation also provides that a person who is convicted of one of the criminal offenses listed above is liable
to the owner, occupant, lessee, or licensee (the bill adds
licensee to the list of possible victims under the current
law) of the lands or of the tangible property for, in addition
to any other fine, penalty, or restitution which may be imposed by law, any reasonable and necessary expenses, including reasonable attorney fees, incurred by the owner,
occupant, lessee, or licensee to ensure that the lands or the
tangible property are restored to their condition prior to
commission of the offense. The court hearing the case
would be required to make a finding of the amount of
expenses incurred and damages sustained and order the
defendant to pay them as appropriate.

Shared Services Legislation Examines Ways to Increase Taxpayer Savings

T

he Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee recently approved legislation sponsored by
Senator Sweeney that would promote taxpayer savings through the creation of greater efficiencies with
shared services by local governments.
The bill, S1, would modify the “Uniform Shared
Services and Consolidation Act” to encourage and
facilitate the provision of local and regional services
through shared service agreements and joint contracts. It
would require New Jersey’s Local Unit Alignment, Reorganization and Consolidation Commission (LUARCC) to
study municipal governments to determine where taxpayer
dollars could be saved through shared services.
Under the bill, if a municipality does not approve a LUARCC recommendation for the sharing of services, or does
not make a good faith attempt to implement the recommen-

dation within the required timeframes, it would be subject
to a loss of state aid equal to LUARCC’s estimated cost savings for implementing the recommendation. The recommendation can be approved by the local governing board or
the voters. If one town approves it but another denies it,
only the town that denied it would lose aid.
“Property taxes are the highest in the nation for reasons
that are all too familiar,” said Sweeney. “We are a highincome, densely populated, high cost-of-living state with an
economy competing with New York City and Philadelphia.
Adding to the complexity and difficulty is the fact that we
have 565 municipalities, more than 600 school districts, 21
county governments and hundreds of authorities responsible for delivering government services. Shared services are
a proven way to continue to provide the services important
to our quality of life with reduced costs.”
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School Security Funding Added to Career and Technical Education Bond Act

T

he Senate voted on April 12, to approve legislation that
would seek voter approval for a plan to make significant investments in the vocational-technical education programs that meet critical job training needs and provide
grants to improve school security across the state. The vote
was 36-1.
The bill, S2293, was sponsored by Senators Sweeney,
Oroho, and Bucco, and is known as the “Career and Technical Education and Security Bond Act.” It would provide
$450 million in grants to county vocational-technical school
districts, $500 million for school security grants, and $50
million for county college career and technical education
grants.
The tragic school shootings in Parkland, Florida, and

recent gun violence in other schools prompted the legislators to add school security grants to the legislation, and the
bill was revised to increase school security funds from $250
to $500 million.
“Nothing is more important than the safety of our
schoolchildren,” said Senator Sweeney. “The horror of
school shootings from Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012 to
Parkland, Florida, makes it clear that we need to do
everything we can to make our schools safe, and that
includes improving the security of our school buildings.”
The bill would require the Commissioner of Education to
develop procedures and criteria for the evaluation and administration of school facility security grants. It would not
require schools to provide matching funds.

District Spotlight: 375 Acres of Grasslands Surrounding Cowtown Rodeo is Preserved

O

n April
11, the
New Jersey
Conservation Foundation and
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Services announced the preservation
of nearly 375 acres of grasslands surrounding the iconic
Cowtown Rodeo in Pilesgrove Township.
“The preservation of this land is welcomed news not
just for the Harris Family, but also for the entire region
and rodeo enthusiasts,” said Senator Sweeney. “This federal grassland preservation project, the first in our state, was
an incredible accomplishment and I’m truly thankful for all
those who assisted in this undertaking. It will allow us to
preserve more land than ever before and more importantly,
preserve the traditions that make this area our home. It is

part of the history of the region.”
The newly preserved land is the first grassland easement of its kind in New Jersey and will be used for grazing
and breeding horses and cattle. This special farmland
preservation program protects farmland that is used as
grazing land while at the same time providing important
habitat for many species of grassland-nesting and migratory birds.
In addition, the preservation of this grassland will enable Grant Harris and his family, which has owned the land
and rodeo for five generations, to continue America’s oldest weekly professional rodeo. It will begin its 64th
consecutive season this year.
“No amount of money can replicate the natural beauty
future generations will now be able to see when they pass
by this grassland or visit the rodeo. Preserving this land
was worth the wait,” said Grant Harris.
At 36,900 acres spanning 11 municipalities, Salem
County has more farmland preserved than any other
county in New Jersey.

Legislation Seeks to Return $51 Million to Salem County to Support Hospital

Third District legislators have called
for the return of a $51 million trust
fund to Salem Co. to aid in hospital
sale.

Continued from Page 1. The purpose of the bill is to allow charitable assets
that are set aside as a charitable obligation in this manner to be returned to
another non-profit charitable entity that is establishing and operating an
equivalent non-profit hospital. The reversion of assets to the non-profit
charitable entity would occur upon determination by the Superior Court that
the allocation of the assets to the acquiring non-profit charitable entity would
be more consistent with the original non-profit hospital’s purpose.
“The possible closure of Salem Memorial Hospital would be harmful and devastating to the residents of Salem County and surrounding region. The funds from
the trust must remain in Salem County to support medical care in the area,” said
Deputy Speaker Burzichelli.
“This legislation is in the best interest of the residents of Salem County,” said
Assemblyman Taliaferro. “Access to acute care is essential and non-negotiable.”
The measure now moves to Governor Murphy for further action.
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Farm-to-Table Restaurant Bill Advances

Constituent Corner: E-Waste Recycling

O

U

nder the Electronic Waste Management Act, residents are required to recycle old devices such as TVs,
computers and monitors, old cell phones, DVD players,
VCRs, and game consoles. Municipalities, counties, and
retailers provide opportunities for residents and businesses
to recycle these devices.
Gloucester County - Gloucester County Solid Waste Complex, Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 3 pm. This
program is limited to county residents; no commercial electronic waste is accepted. The Gloucester County Office of
Recycling is available at 856-478-6045.
Salem County - Salem County Solid Waste Division’s
Convenience Center on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8
am to 3 pm. This program is limited to county residents;
no commercial electronic waste is accepted. For more information, please contact 856-935-7900.
Cumberland County - Cumberland County Improvement
Authority encourages residents to contact their municipal
recycling coordinator or center for specific details on recycling electronic waste. The Cumberland County Solid
Waste Complex is available at 856-825-3700.
Additional information on collection sites may also be
found at the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection’s website: www.state.nj.us/dep/dshw/ewaste/

n

March
26, the
Assembly
passed
Assemblyman Taliaferro’s
bill to publicly promote farm
-to-table restaurants on the
New Jersey Division of
Travel and Tourism
website.
The bill (A1039) would
have the New Jersey Division of Travel and Tourism
publish all pertinent information on farm-to-table
restaurants, including the
name and address of the
establishments, divided by
region. There would be
three regions, namely,
north, south, and central
New Jersey.
It will also mandate the

division to establish what
precisely would qualify as
‘farm-to-table,’ and create a
process by which these
restaurants could register
for posting on the division’s
website.
“This is good for our
businesses, good for our
people, and good for our
food,” said Taliaferro. “This,
to me, is a common sense
measure.” The bill was
initially advanced through
the Assembly Tourism,
Gaming, and the Arts
Committee.
The New Jersey Division
of Travel and Tourism
website is located at:
www.visitnj.org.

Legislation Updates in the 2018-2019 Legislative Session


Investigations of Police-Involved Fatalities
S1036 (Sweeney) – On March 26, the Senate approved a
bill that would require an independent investigation into
deaths by police officers during official duty to be handled by the Attorney General’s Office. This will ensure
the integrity and credibility of the criminal justice system
when law enforcement officials are involved in fatal
encounters.



Intro. of “Sexual Assault Victim's Bill of Rights”
S875 (Sweeney) – A measure that would establish a
“Sexual Assault Victim’s Bill of Rights” for victims of
sexual violence is presently under consideration by the
Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee.



Interstate Tax Agreements Measure Passes Senate
S878 (Sweeney) – Legislation restricting the Division of
Taxation’s authority to terminate reciprocal personal
income tax agreements with other states without the
approval of the Legislature cleared the Senate with wide
bipartisan support by a vote of 39-0. The measure would
be retroactive to 1977, the year when New Jersey and
Pennsylvania entered the bistate agreement that has
allowed residents to pay income taxes in the state where
they live.

Property Tax Deductions Bill Heads to Governor
S1893 (Sweeney) – In order to lessen the impact of the recent
federal tax law passed by Congress to sharply cut the federal
deduction for State and Local Taxes (SALT), legislation was
passed by both houses that would allow municipalities to set
up charitable foundations to maintain the deductibility of full
property tax payments from federal income taxes.


Out-of-Network Consumer Protection Legislation
A2039 – As chair of the Assembly Appropriations Committee, Burzichelli advanced legislation that would address the
issue of out-of-network charges by adding transparency and
consumer protection components to the process. It passed
both houses and is awaiting consideration by the governor.


Automatic Voter Registration Bill Becomes Law
A2014 – A bill allowing the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission to automatically register to vote any person applying for a special learner’s permit, an examination permit,
a probationary driver’s license, a basic driver’s license, or a
non-driver identification card, or for renewal of any license
or identification card, unless the applicant declines the automatic voter registration, was signed into law by the Governor
on April 17.


