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Stay in Touch 
 

Email your lawmakers if 
you need assistance with 
a state agency or if you 

wish to share your  
opinion on legislation: 

 
 
 

sensweeney@njleg.org 
asmburzichelli@njleg.org 
asmtaliaferro@njleg.org 

STEVE SWEENEY 
SENATE PRESIDENT 

JOHN BURZICHELLI 
DEPUTY SPEAKER 

ADAM TALIAFERRO 
ASSEMBLYMAN 

If you would like to be removed from this E-Newsletter please hit reply and type “remove” in the subject line. We apologize for any inconvenience.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
District Offices 

           A Commitment to Better, Stronger, Safer Education 

             Putting New Jersey on a “Path to Progress”  
One of my signature 
efforts over the past 
year is to get New Jer-
sey’s “financial house” in  
order. Our state cannot 
continue to thrive amid 
this growing financial 
crisis. That’s why I’ve 
been working in  
collaboration with the 
Economic and Fiscal 
Policy Workgroup, a 

blue-ribbon panel of policy experts to make 
New Jersey more financially viable. Together, 
in consultation with elected government lead-
ers, as well as leaders in business and indus-
try, we’re working to make New Jersey more 
fiscally responsible and accountable by: 

  *Addressing soaring pension & benefit costs 
  *Holding down property taxes 
  *Making government and school districts 
more efficient 
 Together, we’re working to identify ways  
New Jersey can avert future financial  
problems and discover resources to invest in 
our state. This will position New Jersey for 
even greater growth and opportunity.  
 These actions will help restore New  
Jersey’s economic health and provide much-
needed relief to New Jersey taxpayers. Our 
state desperately needs this kind of financial 
leadership and I’m proud to undertake the  
endeavor of breathing new life into  
New Jersey’s economy. 
 Steve Sweeney, Senate President  

          Combatting Sexual Assaults on  
                   College Campuses 
  

 College & university campuses should be 
safe places to learn and grow academically.  
Sadly, students come under attack by those who 
wish to inflict harm. Now, a proposed federal 
guideline would make it more difficult for stu-
dents who are victimized to prove their experi-
ence was actually harassment.  
  Senate President Sweeney sponsored  
legislation (S-779) that would require New  
Jersey colleges and universities to continue  
following guidelines for handling sexual  
assaults as laid-out by the Obama  
Administration. Those guidelines require re-
ports of sexual assault and sexual violence be 
investigated in a timely manner, and then 
shared with state leaders.  

Sweeney Burzichelli & Taliaferro  
       Announce Emergency  
          Education Funding  
 
*Glassboro School District: $1.7 million 
 
*Pittsgrove-Elmer School Dist.: $107,000 
 
*Alloway School District: $83,000  
 
“We fought hard to get this aid. We have full 
confidence in the schools to make the best use 
of this additional funding,”  
Deputy Speaker John Burzichelli. 
 
“Education is one of the most important  
services government provides, and school 
funding is one of our most important  
responsibilities as legislators,”  
Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro. 
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Putting history in the driver’s seat       

Help for Our Heroes  

Access to healthy, affordable 
food is out of reach for many of 
our South Jersey neighbors. For 
some, there are no  
supermarkets in the neighbor-

hoods where they live (communities referred to as food 
deserts). And, if there are grocery stores nearby, the prices 
of fruits, vegetables, and other nutritious foods are more 
than many can afford. Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro is 
spearheading the effort to change that. Assemblyman 
Taliaferro authored a bill to establish year-round, weekly 
produce markets in three food desert communities, includ-
ing one in a rural area, allowing residents to purchase 

fresh, 

healthy product at a reasonable cost. “This measure breaks 
down some of the barriers that limit our fellow South Jer-
sey neighbors from having access to the same foods the 

Access to healthy, affordable 

food is out of reach for many of 
our South Jersey neighbors. 
For some, there are no  
supermarkets in the  
neighborhoods where they live 
(communities referred to as 

food deserts). And, if there are grocery stores nearby, the 
prices of fruits, vegetables, and other nutritious foods are 
more than many can afford.  
 Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro is spearheading the 
effort to change that. Assemblyman Taliaferro authored a 
bill to establish year-round, weekly produce markets in 
three food desert communities, including one in a rural  
area, allowing residents to purchase fresh, healthy produce 
at a reasonable cost.  
 “This measure breaks down some of the barriers that 
limit our fellow South Jersey neighbors from having access 
to the same foods the rest of us enjoy. They deserve to have 

 
that access. This will help make that possible,” said  
Assemblyman Taliaferro.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 In mid-December, Assemblyman Taliaferro’s bill  
(A-4704), which is part of a larger anti-hunger bill package, 
unanimously passed the Assembly. It now goes to the State 
Senate for further consideration.  

The Right “Ingredients” for Healthier Communities  

New Jersey automobile aficionados invest countless hours and money  

restoring historic vehicles. Many wish to show off these treasures. But, under 
current New Jersey law, owners of historic cars can only drive them when 
they’re traveling to car shows, or for educational purposes.   
 Deputy Speaker John Burzichelli sponsored legislation (A-3123) that would allow historic  
vehicles to be utilized for occasional travel and pleasure driving. The bill passed the Assembly in the 
fall.  “These automobiles are a symbol of pride, representing American manufacturing, engineering, 
and ingenuity. I know many New Jersey residents enjoy fond memories associated with historic  
vehicles every time they pass one of them on the road.  As an owner and collector of vintage fire  
apparatus, I am aware of the money, hard work, and heart and soul historic vehicle owners have in-
vested in their machines. This bill will allow antique vehicle owners to have more freedom and few-
er constraints when it comes to enjoying and driving their prized motor  
vehicles,” said Deputy Speaker Burzichelli.  

Senate President Steve Sweeney co-authored legis-

lation (S-1967) that would give cost-of-living  
increases to the workers’ compensation benefits of 
public safety workers permanently disabled as a  
result of injuries suffered on the job. The cost-of-
living increase would also benefit survivors of  
public service workers killed on the job. 

 “Disabled police officers, firefighters, and the survivors of those whose lives were lost because 
of workplace incidents deserve to have cost-of-living increases that allow them to keep pace with 
growing expenses,” said Senator Sweeney.  



          A Deal to Rai$e the Wage  
 

 Senate President Sweeney announced a deal among state  

lawmakers to incrementally raise New Jersey’s minimum wage to 
$15 an hour by 2024 for most groups of workers, impacting more 
than 1 million New Jersey workers. 
 
 “This is a progressive plan to elevate New Jersey’s minimum 
wage so that workers have a fair wage that allows them to support 
themselves and their families. This will put New Jersey at the  
forefront of the national movement to build a high-wage econ-
omy.” 
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NJ Minimum Wage, By the Numbers 
           Current Minimum Wage $8.85/hour 

       July 1, 2019: $10/hour 
January 1, 2020: $11/hour 
January 1, 2021: $12/hour 
January 1, 2022: $13/hour 
January 1, 2023: $14/hour 
January 1, 2024: $15/hour 

After 2024: annual adjustments  
                   based on inflation 

 
 

 
 
 

Sweeney, Burzichelli, and Taliaferro  
Announce Grant Awards for  

Local Agencies 
 
Volunteers of  
America Delaware  
Valley received a $115,883 
grant to install a new generator 

and make other improvements at Eleanor Corbett House, which  
offers aid to the homeless in Glassboro. “The Corbett House  
provides emergency shelter for single women and families in times 
of great hardship. This funding will benefit those seeking shelter 
there,” said Assemblyman John Burzichelli. 
               ================================== 

Help for Low-Income Individuals to Afford  
Heating & Cooling Needs 

 
 Gateway Community Action Partnership: $608,806  helps 

low to moderate income residents of Cumberland, Gloucester 
and Salem Counties  

 
 The Hispanic Family Center of Southern New Jersey: 

$212,749 provides community with social services  
 
“The inability to pay heating or electric bills can lead to dangerous 
conditions, especially for the elderly, which is why this funding is 
so crucial,” said Senator Sweeney. 

From Farm-to-Table  
  
 Legislation co-authored by Assemblyman  
Adam Taliaferro to raise awareness of farm-to-table 
restaurants in the Garden State has been signed into 
law. 
 The measure, (A-1039) would have the New  
Jersey Division of Travel and Tourism publish  
information on farm-to-table restaurants, including 
the names and addresses of the establishments.  
 “This is good for our businesses and good for the 
people of our state who are looking to find quality 
choices when dining out,” said Assemblyman  
Taliaferro. “This measure will provide a helpful  
resource for those looking to make smart, healthy 
decisions when selecting an establishment to eat.”  

Taliaferro Legislation To Protect South Jersey’s Farms Becomes Law 

 Legislation co-sponsored by Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro to protect New Jersey’s farms from  

vandalism and trespassing is now law. The measure (A-1053) revises, expands, and clarifies the restitution and  
penalty provisions established in law for trespassers and vandals on agricultural or horticultural lands.  
 Under the law, a civil penalty of at least $1,000 is established for those who knowingly or recklessly  
operate a motorized vehicle or ride horseback on the land of another without obtaining and possessing the  
written permission, or knowingly or recklessly damage or injure any property, such as fencing, buildings,  
feedstocks, crops, live trees, or any domestic animals.  
 “It is important that farmers are able to recover losses for any damage incurred to their property, as what 
might look like public open space is actually private property and someone’s livelihood,” said Assemblyman 
Taliaferro. “This measure will help ensure that victims of such offenses are properly compensated following 
such actions.”  
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   Investing in Our Future  

 New Jersey voters recently approved the ‘Securing 
Our Childrens’ Future Bond Act,’ which commits $500 
million in education initiatives. The bond allocates $350 
million in grants to county vocational-technical school 
districts as well as school security, $50 million for county 
college career and technical education grants, and $100 
million for school water infrastructure grants.  

Senator Sweeney participates in groundbreaking for the School of Health 
Science and Medicine academic building at the Cumberland County  

Education Center in Vineland.  

Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro 
administers the oath of office to 

Frank Rollo at the Clayton  
Borough Reorganization.  

  

Senator Sweeney & Assemblyman Burzichelli at the 
ribbon cutting ceremony of Camp Salute in Clayton. 
Camp Salute provides housing to low- to moderate-

income families, giving a preference to veterans.    

           Your Lawmakers in Your Community 

“This bond will provide students with job skills for 
the modern workforce, improve their safety and se-
curity in schoolrooms, and protect their health and 

well-being by ensuring clean drinking water,”  
Senator Sweeney.  

Sen. Sweeney attends groundbreaking ceremonies for the  
Sam and Jean Jones Glass Education Center at 
Salem Community College in Carneys Point.  

Sweeney, Burzichelli, and Taliaferro: 

Your Voices in Trenton 

Your Neighbors in South Jersey  


