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Sweeney Continues Advocating a ‘Path to Progress’ for NJ
Senate President Steve Sweeney continues his efforts to
educate and inform constituents about the fiscal and economic
reforms needed for New Jersey to avert a future financial crisis.

“We can’t grow our

way out of it, we
can’t tax our way out
Senator Sweeney emphasized the economic value of bringing
of it, and it won’t go
fiscal reforms to public finances through the ‘Path to Progress’
report issued by the 25-member study group that provides a
away by ignoring it.”
working blueprint to achieve the operational and structural
reforms needed to restore financial stability and affordable
- Senate President
government.
Sweeney
“Government must learn how to operate more efficiently with
reduced costs and more effectively with the delivery of
vital services,” said Senator Sweeney. “If we refuse to
make the needed reforms, we won’t have the ability to
fully fund our schools, lower college tuition costs, take
 Read the Path to
over Special Education costs, fix NJ Transit or make other
Progress plan here
investments to promote job creation and economic growth.”
The ‘Path to Progress’ initiative consists of 27 bills that
address soaring pension and benefit costs, hold down property
taxes, make government and school districts more efficient, and
assess the efficiency of the state’s tax structure.

For more details: www.pathtoprogressnj.org

 Click here for poll
showing public’s
dissatisfaction with
handling of NJ
state finances

New Jersey Hemp Legislation Advances
A bill sponsored by Senate President Sweeney, Assembly Deputy Speaker John
Burzichelli and Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro to legalize hemp in New Jersey passed
the Senate and Assembly.
Industrial hemp is used in a wide variety of items including textiles, construction
materials, and foodstuffs. A wide range of products, including fibers, textiles, paper,
construction and insulation materials, cosmetic products, animal feed,
food, and beverages all may use hemp.
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“This legislation will allow farmers to expand their crops to grow
hemp and develop an entire processing industry for hemp that really
has a life of its own,” said Burzichelli. “This means increased
sustainability for our agriculture industry, job creation for farmers
and economic growth in New Jersey.”
“This new industry will create more avenues for New Jersey’s
agriculture industry to expand, creating new possibilities for jobs
and business. This is good for the industry, our state and residents,”
said Taliaferro.
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Legislative News & Notes
Sweeney Voices Support for Workers’ Rights

Senator Sweeney and Assemblymen
Burzichelli and Taliaferro are proud to
announce NJ Department of Education
grants to the following school districts for
social & emotional learning, early learning
transition programs, STEM, and Arts
integration:
Cumberland County
 Bridgeton
 Deerfield
Township
Gloucester County
 National Park
 Paulsboro

Salem County
 Penns Grove-Carneys Point
 Woodstown-Pilesgrove

Taliaferro Legislation Makes College
Learning More Affordable
In an effort to ease some of the financial
burdens facing college students, legislation
sponsored by Assemblyman Taliaferro will
expand the use of digital
alternatives to textbooks.
The measure requires each
college and university to
submit a plan to the Secretary
of Higher Education to expand the use of
open textbooks and commercial digital
learning materials. Open textbooks are
educational resources for college courses
that are available online free or at a reduced
cost. The bill was signed into law after
passing the Assembly and Senate
unanimously.

Senate President Sweeney urged enforcement of laws that would
stop the misclassification of workers which has allowed some
unscrupulous developers and contractors to continue to ignore the
labor laws intended to protect workers’ rights.
“The construction industry has been plagued by the dishonest and
illegal actions of some developers and contractors, which has resulted
in wage theft, off-the-books payments, underfunding workers’
compensation and avoiding taxes. They are exploiting workers for their
own gain,” said Senator Sweeney.
Employers often misclassify their employees
intentionally in order to reduce labor costs, avoid
paying state and federal taxes, and boost their
own profits.

Win Big Bucks… and Nobody Has to Know
To protect the safety of lucky New Jerseyans who win the lottery,
Assemblyman John Burzichelli sponsored legislation allowing for
winners of the State Lottery to remain anonymous indefinitely.
“While winning the lottery is a dream come true for those lucky
individuals who are able to call themselves winners, they are
sometimes hounded and harassed because of their newfound
wealth and fame,” said Assemblyman Burzichelli. “If a lottery
winner wishes to remain anonymous, they should have the
right to not have their information publicly distributed.”
Current regulations provide that the State Lottery may use names,
addresses, prize amount and photographs of winners.

Healthy, Affordable Food Options-Now Within Reach
Legislation sponsored by Assemblyman Taliaferro to make healthy
foods available to constituents at affordable prices has been signed into
law.
The new law directs the Department of Agriculture to create a
program that would establish year-round, weekly produce markets in
locations where residents have limited access to supermarkets,
grocery stores, and farmers markets (often called ‘food deserts’).
“For many New Jersey residents, consuming a
healthy diet is a matter of access to healthy food
and the means to purchase it,” said Taliaferro.
“While families may want to eat well-balanced
meals, finances are often an issue. In many
instances, nutritious food can be costly.”

Constituent Corner
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Here’s a snapshot of just some of the ways we’re helping
you and your neighbors every day in
New Jersey’s Third Legislative District.
A Salem County constituent with a cancer diagnosis needed assistance
getting health insurance. After our office got involved, the constituent was
approved for NJ FamilyCare and now has health insurance coverage.

A Gloucester County constituent, who’s also a state worker,
learned his spouse was unintentionally dropped from the
couple’s health insurance coverage. After our office made an
inquiry, the spouse’s health insurance was reinstated by the
NJ Treasury’s Division of Pensions & Benefits.

A Salem Community College student asked if there was any way to
lower his student loan payments. Our office inquired with the New
Jersey Higher Education Assistance Authority (HESAA) and they
were able to lower the student’s monthly loan payments.

“I would personally like to thank
you for lowering my HESAA
student loan monthly payment.
The current rate is much more
manageable.”

A third district constituent was frustrated after her driver’s license was suspended
because of a paperwork mix-up. We reached out to the NJ Motor Vehicle
Commission and the resident was cleared to quickly renew her driver’s license.

When You Can’t Come to Us, We Come to You!
Our Mobile Office Hours return this summer. Be on the lookout for
our constituent services table. When you see our table, stop by to
say hello and learn how we can assist you and your family.

You Can Always Email Us:
 sensweeney@njleg.org
 asmburzichelli@njleg.org
 asmtaliaferro@njleg.org
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Senate President Sweeney and Assemblyman Taliaferro speak to a
constituent and U.S. military veteran, Norm Glover, during a
Senate budget hearing at Salem Community College.
Assemblyman Adam
Taliaferro joins Alan
Epstein of KDC Solar,
Bertrand Paulet of
Ardagh Group, Glass–
North America &
Bridgeton Mayor
Albert Kelly for the
dedication of KDC’s
new solar project,
which now supplies
energy to Ardagh’s
glass manufacturing
facility in Bridgeton.

Senate President Sweeney visits students participating in Career
Technical Education Learning at Gateway Regional H.S.
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Assembly Deputy Speaker Burzichelli
welcomes Joseph J. Hannagan, Jr., director
of Salem County Veterans Services, to the
State House in Trenton.

Sweeney, Burzichelli,
and Taliaferro:
Your Voices in Trenton
Your Neighbors in
South Jersey

Assemblyman Taliaferro honors Kody
Deuter at the dedication of Deuter’s Eagle
Scout project, an outdoor learning space, at
West Deptford Middle School.

