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COVID-19 Update
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and
Assemblyman Taliaferro continue to work on a host of legislative relief
measures in response to the devastating impact of COVID-19 on our communities.
Your Third District lawmakers want to remind constituents that the
moratorium on utility shut-offs has been extended through at least March 15, 2021,
preventing residents from having their gas, electric and water utilities disconnected.
You are urged to take the following steps to ensure your utility services
continue uninterrupted:
1. Call your utility company to enroll in a deferred payment agreement or enter into
financial assistance programs
2. Visit the NJ Board of Public Utilities’ website or call 1-800-624-0241 to learn
how to apply for income-based financial relief on gas, electric, and water bills.
Senate President Sweeney introduced legislation that would develop
Related an infection
prevention and control plan for nursing homes. Under the
Content proposal, the Department of Health would conduct a statewide
assessment of the nursing home infection control and prevention
infrastructure and, based on the findings, develop an improvement plan
to prevent, contain and control the outbreak or spread of infectious diseases.
The plan would establish specific goals and timelines for improvements that take
into account the age of the facilities, the availability of land for expansion or new
construction, the costs of improvements, and the authorizations that would be
required.
The department would be required to consult with the nursing home industry,
including for-profit and non-profit facilities, groups representing direct care providers
and support staff in nursing homes, resident advocates, and the families of residents.
Senator Sweeney authored legislation that would help schools and small
businesses upgrade their water and ventilation systems to better protect the health of
students, educators, customers, and workers.
The bill would provide the resources to ensure that heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning systems in schools and small businesses are upgraded to improve the
health and safety of the environment. The program will also fund improvements to
old, inefficient plumbing fixtures that supply water to the facilities. The programs
would be funded by an existing surcharge on the energy bills of New Jersey's seven
investor-owned electric public utilities and gas public utilities.

Legislation sponsored by Senate President Sweeney that would utilize tax credits
to promote the production of personal protective equipment (PPE) in New Jersey
Visit Our Website to Get has advanced. The bill, which would help ensure immediate access to the personal
protective equipment that is critically needed by medical workers and others in any
the Latest News on:
infectious disease outbreak, was approved by the Senate. The three-year incentive
program would offer corporation business tax and gross income tax credits to
 Legislation
taxpayers and businesses that create jobs manufacturing PPE in New Jersey,
including coveralls, face shields, gloves, gowns, masks, respirators, and other
 Services for you
equipment designed to protect the wearer from the spread of infection or illness.
The bill establishes the credit at $10,000 for the creation of each new job through
NJLegDistrict3.com 2022. The jobs would have to be full-time positions with health insurance and with
wages subject to income tax withholding.
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Legislative Update from Trenton
Sweeney, Burzichelli and Taliaferro
Express Serious Concerns About
Job Cuts at Paulsboro Refinery

Burzichelli Bill to Reduce Tax Burden
Becomes Law in New Jersey

Legislation co-authored by Deputy Speaker
Burzichelli and signed into law will expand a tax credit for
individuals and families who earn low-to-moderate incomes
Deputy Assembly Speaker John
Burzichelli and Assemblyman Adam in New Jersey. The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a
federal and state tax credit that may reduce the amount of
Taliaferro issued the following joint
statement calling on the state government to take taxes you owe, or provide you with a refund even if you don’t
owe any taxes.
action to help rectify the impact of the
“The Earned Income Tax Credit is one of the nation’s
announced downsizing of PBF Energy’s refinery
most important anti-poverty programs. In 2018, the EITC
in Paulsboro and the resulting loss of 250 jobs,
benefitted more than 22 million working families and
which represents about 63% of the facility’s
individuals, lifting about 5.6 million people over the poverty
workforce:
line, including about 3 million children,” said Deputy
“The recent announcement that the
Speaker Burzichelli. “This action will provide direct, tangible
Paulsboro Refinery is downsizing is a dagger to
tax relief to thousands more low-income working residents
the heart of the economic well-being of its
and their families in New Jersey.”
workers, their families and the entire region.
Expanding the state Earned Income Tax Credit will
Men and women will be put out of work and the
enable more residents to take advantage of the program next
ripple effects will spread through their home
tax season.
communities at a time when the coronavirus
crisis continues to impose hard times on
working families and businesses.”
Legislative News and Notes
Senate President Sweeney announced his support for
“We intend to work with the state government
legislation that will provide state funding to
to find a way to repurpose the
outfit police officers in New Jersey with body
refinery’s capacity and restore the site to be an
cameras. The funding bill would establish a
economic engine for the region.”
New Jersey Statewide Body Worn Camera
program to aid police departments in
Sweeney Legislation Overhauls appropriation. purchasing the equipment with a $58 million
State’s Paratransit Services
Senate President Steve Sweeney,

Legislation championed by Senate

Burzichelli legislation requiring
workers’ compensation and personal
injury protection (PIP) coverage for the costs
associated with the medical use of cannabis
under certain circumstances won the approval of the
Assembly Appropriations Committee. The legislation would
provide that personal injury protection automobile insurance
benefits and workers’ compensation benefits must include
coverage for costs associated with the medical use of
cannabis, provided that the insured or the employee is a
qualifying patient authorized for the medical use of cannabis.

President Sweeney and signed into law will
improve the quality of paratransit service by
enabling client-based service agencies to adopt
best practices that cut travel times, reduce
accident rates and lower costs.
The paratransit reforms are designed to
address inefficiencies and gaps in the way that
transportation services are provided for
physically and developmentally disabled riders.
“We need to bring
‘best practices’ to our
Sweeney legislation unanimously passed the Senate
paratransit network to
allowing the display of the American flag over highway
meet the needs of the overpasses of the New Jersey Turnpike and roads operated
most vulnerable.
by the South Jersey Transportation Authority.
These reforms are
The bill authorizes private individuals and
especially important in
organizations, including law enforcement and
the wake of the
veterans groups, to display the American flag on
coronavirus crisis,
a bridge or overpass that is on or over property
which will put new
owned by the New Jersey Turnpike Authority
demands on all mass transit services.”
and South Jersey Transportation Authority, with the
authority’s permission.
- Senate President Sweeney
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Sweeney Joins Advocates, Stresses Need for
Greater Protection for Survivors of Domestic Violence
Senate President Sweeney, along with other New Jersey Senate leaders, domestic violence
advocates, support groups and survivors, joined to discuss the need for reforms to the state’s
current pretrial release assessment and statewide domestic violence resources.
“This critical conversation enabled us to not only increase public awareness of domestic violence, but also to
increase our awareness as legislators of what we need to do to reduce its prevalence in our state,” said Senate
President Steve Sweeney.
The Senate is currently examining legislation to implement greater protections for survivors as their abusers
await trial, as well as support for survivors including housing and employment so they are not forced to return to
an unsafe situation.
“The issue of domestic violence is
Domestic Violence Resources
especially pressing this year as the
coronavirus pandemic has dramatically
Cumberland County Domestic
increased instances of abuse.”
Violence Resources
-Senate President Sweeney


24 Hour Hotline: 800-225-0196

Gloucester County Domestic
Violence Resources
 24 Hour Hotline: 866-295-7378

Salem County Women’s Services
Senate President Sweeney participated in a virtual
roundtable discussion on domestic violence.



Hotline: 856-935-6655

Sweeney, Burzichelli, and Taliaferro Announce More Than
$1.6 Million in Grants to Benefit Third District Constituents
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro are pleased to
announce the following grant awards that benefit constituents in Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem Counties:
 $500,000 award from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Heating Improvement Program,
to Gateway Community Action Partnership (CAP); funds will improve heating system efficiency in the
homes of income-eligible households in Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem Counties
 $332,518 award from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Universal Service Fund Program
to Gateway Community Action Partnership (CAP); award will provide funds to ensure eligible utility
customers in Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem Counties pay no more than an affordable portion of their
household income for energy costs
 $117,950 award from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Universal Service Fund Program
to Hispanic Family Center of Southern New Jersey; award will provide funds to ensure eligible utility
customers in Gloucester County pay no more than an affordable portion of their household income for
energy costs
 $125,000 award from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Neighborhood Revitalization Tax
Credit COVID-19 Relief Program to Stand Up for Salem; award will provide funds for eligible COVID-19
response activities and costs in the Oak to Olive neighborhood of Salem City
 Grant awards from the New Jersey State Arts Council:
 Cumberland County Cultural & Heritage Commission Local Arts Program, Bridgeton: $126,974
 Gloucester County Cultural & Heritage Commission: $65,113
 Rowan University Foundation/College of Communication & Creative Arts General Program: $5,400
 Rowan University Foundation/College of Performing Arts: $30,000
 Appel Farm Arts & Music Campus, Elmer: $311,410
 Salem County Cultural & Heritage Commission Local Arts Program, Salem: $51,843
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Constituent Resources
Flu Vaccine Reminder
Getting a flu vaccine this season will be more
important than ever, not only to reduce your risk
from flu but also to help conserve potentially scarce
healthcare resources.
Senate President Sweeney,
Deputy Speaker Burzichelli,
and Assemblyman Taliaferro
would like to provide
constituents with resources for
the flu shot clinics in their communities.
 Cumberland County Health Department
upcoming flu shot clinics: 856-327-7602
 Gloucester County Department of Health
upcoming flu shot clinics: 856-218-4101
 Salem County Department of Health upcoming
flu shot clinics: 856-935-7510, ext. 8488

COVID-19 and the Upcoming Holiday Season
Public health experts are urging people to exercise
extreme caution as the holiday season approaches.
With recent reported increases in the number of
COVID-19 infections, holiday gatherings pose an
especially high risk for spread.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
offers tips for those hosting or attending holiday
gatherings and advice for those with holiday travel plans.
For more information, visit www.cdc.gov.
Download
New Jersey’s
COVID-19
Alert App

New Jersey’s Unemployment Crisis: An Update
We know this has been an extraordinarily challenging time for so many of our family
members, friends and neighbors facing financial hardships due to job losses or a reduction
in hours at work. Circumstances have been worsened by a slow response from the New
Jersey Department of Labor to provide people with their unemployment benefits.
That’s why Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro have been
working tirelessly to ensure constituents receive their unemployment benefits.
While progress has been made, many constituents still await a determination on their claims. For the last
eight months, your Third Legislative District lawmakers have made thousands of inquiries with the Department
of Labor. We will not relent until you receive the answers to which you are entitled.

Need Help with Your Unemployment Claim?
If you are seeking assistance with your
unemployment claim, our experienced team of constituent
services staff members will make a prompt inquiry on your
behalf with the New Jersey Department of Labor and
Workforce Development. We are here to serve you!

Email Us Anytime:
 sensweeney@njleg.org
 asmburzichelli@njleg.org
 asmtaliaferro@njleg.org

Sweeney, Burzichelli, and Taliaferro:
Your Voices in Trenton
Your Neighbors in South Jersey

