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Senate President Sweeney was on-hand as a COVID-19 vaccination “mega-site”
opened and health care workers started administering the first round of doses at
Rowan College of South Jersey in Gloucester County.
There are six so-called “mega-sites” in New Jersey, with the Gloucester County
location as the second of six to open in the state.
Senator Sweeney toured the facility, observed
the vaccination distribution, and thanked first
responders and front-line workers administering
the vaccines. Sweeney also called on the federal
government to accelerate the release and
distribution of additional doses so that as many
residents as possible can be protected with the
vaccination. “The state of New Jersey is ready to
inoculate our residents, and we need to get it
done,” said Senate President Sweeney.






COVID-19 Vaccine Resources
Pre-registration website for the vaccine: https://covidvaccine.nj.gov
New Jersey COVID-19 Phone Line: 855-568-0545
Gloucester County COVID-19 Hotline: 856-218-4142
Cumberland County Department of Health: 856-327-7602
Salem County Dept. of Health & Human Services: 856-935-7510 ext. 8421

Important Deadline Extended for New Jersey Seniors
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli and
Assemblyman Taliaferro remind Third Legislative District constituents
that due to COVID-19 related issues, the Senior Freeze Property Tax
Reimbursement Application deadline has been extended until February 1, 2021.
“The New Jersey Senior Freeze Program provides tax relief for seniors in the
form of tax reimbursement,” said Senate President Sweeney. “These
reimbursements are for an increase in property taxes or mobile home park site fees
on a principal residence.”
“Many seniors and disabled individuals are eligible for the program,” said Deputy
Speaker Burzichelli. “The extended deadline will allow those who are eligible to take
advantage of the relief provided, if they were unable to during the coronavirus crisis.”
“The Senior Freeze Program is designed to reimburse residents for property tax
increases once enrolled in the program,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “It is one of
Visit Our Website to Get the most important property tax relief programs for seniors in our state.”
Residents who meet eligibility requirements for 2018 & 2019 and are filing for the
the Latest News on:
first time are required to fill out the PTR-1 form and the appropriate verification
form. For those who filed an application in 2018 and meet all requirements,
 Legislation
residents are required to fill out the PTR-2 form and the appropriate verification
form.
 Services for you

NJLegDistrict3.com





Call the Senior Freeze Information Line: 1-800-882-6597
Visit the New Jersey Taxation website: www.njtaxation.org
Email questions: nj.taxation@treas.nj.gov
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Quarter Billion Dollar Inve$tment in the Third District
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro joined with offshore
wind developer Ørsted and German manufacturer EEW to announce a quarter billion dollar investment at the
Paulsboro Marine Terminal. The investment, which is the largest in offshore wind manufacturing in U.S.
history, will help construct a state-of-the-art manufacturing facility to build steel components, known as
monopiles, for offshore wind turbines. Construction on the facility will begin in January 2021, with production
beginning in 2023.
“This is an important step
forward that will support a new
era of economic development
and job growth in South Jersey
with the ability to produce
economic benefits for
generations to come,” said
Senate President Steve
Sweeney. “Bringing offshore
wind manufacturers to New
Jersey is key to making the
state a hub of the supply chain
for wind energy products and
Senate President Steve Sweeney, Deputy Speaker John Burzichelli, and
services. The new
Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro at the site of the future Paulsboro
headquarters for EEW will
wind farm manufacturing facility.
locate a leading manufacturer
of monopiles to the Paulsboro Terminal, where it will help make the port a thriving center of commerce. The
collaboration between the public and private sectors to get this done is a powerful reminder of what we have to
do to create economic opportunities and what we can do to promote offshore wind energy.”
“This headquarters agreement to support offshore wind projects will lead to the creation of hundreds of highpaying, sustainable jobs which will greatly benefit the region and its residents,” said Deputy Speaker Burzichelli.
“This helps us take another major step in cementing New Jersey as the leader in offshore wind projects along
the Eastern Seaboard. This is a prime example of public investment paying dividends for the residents of our
state.”
“New Jersey has made a commitment to significantly reduce our carbon emissions in the years ahead and
taking this step to harness our state’s wind energy will be a major component in recognizing that goal,” said
Assemblyman Taliaferro. “The creation of this facility will be transformative for the Borough of Paulsboro,
creating sustainable, high-paying careers in an emerging industry. I am proud that our district will be home to a
facility that is integral to not only expanding wind energy here in our state but throughout the United States.”
Previously, plans were announced to develop the New Jersey Wind Port in Lower Alloways Creek, another
first-in-the-nation infrastructure investment that will provide a location for essential staging, assembly, and
manufacturing activities related to offshore wind projects on the East Coast. The development of the New
Jersey Wind Port, coupled with the construction of the new manufacturing facility at the Paulsboro Marine
Terminal, is expected to help solidify New Jersey as the country’s leader in offshore wind and clean energy
procurement.
Wind Energy Investment in New Jersey’s Third Legislative District ...

$250 Million: total dollar amount of investment at Paulsboro Marine Terminal
500: number of new high-paying jobs created by the Paulsboro project
1,500: number of manufacturing, assembly, and operations jobs created by New Jersey Wind Port
in Lower Alloways Creek (announced in June 2020) - project will also include hundreds of construction jobs
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Sweeney Bill to Enhance NJ Transit Service
for Seniors & Disabled Becomes Law
Legislation authored by Senate President Steve
Sweeney to enhance transportation services for
senior citizens and those with disabilities has been
signed into law.
The law will require the New Jersey Department
of Transportation to advertise the availability of the
programs that serve these groups. The information
on bus and rail service would include costs, the
availability of reduced fares and hours of operation.
“Senior citizens and those
with disabilities often rely on
public transportation for their
daily needs,” said Senator
Sweeney. “It’s important that
they are made aware of all the
services that address their needs
and are informed of the costs.”
The law also requires the Transportation
Commissioner to advertise which public
transportation facilities have been made accessible
to those with disabilities, as well as the availability of
other services for those with disabilities. This
includes the Access Link paratransit service
operated by the New Jersey Transit Corporation.
“People with disabilities rely on Access Link for
their basic transportation needs,” said Senator
Sweeney. “During emergencies, their reliance on
this service is even more important. I believe it
should be maintained in emergency conditions so
those with disabilities are not left to fend for
themselves.”
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Sweeney Leads the Way to Form
Historic Bipartisan Disability Caucus in
the New Jersey Legislature
Senate President Sweeney joined with fellow
lawmakers and leading advocacy organizations to form the
bipartisan New Jersey Legislative Disability Caucus.
The caucus will serve as a bipartisan forum within the
New Jersey Legislature to promote inclusion by ensuring
lawmakers and their staff consider the impact on those
with disabilities when shaping all public policies in the
Garden State through increased awareness and a greater
understanding of the complexities of the disabilities
service system and issues impacting individuals with
disabilities and their families.
“This bipartisan caucus presents the opportunity to
further improve healthcare, education, transportation,
housing and employment for New Jersey citizens with
disabilities. I look forward to working with my colleagues
and the many advocacy groups across this state who are
committed to helping people with disabilities live selfdetermined, fulfilling lives so we can move New Jersey
forward for everyone,” said Senate President Sweeney,
who is also chair of the Caucus.
Senate President
Sweeney appears
during virtual event
announcing the
formation of the
bipartisan New Jersey
Legislative
Disability Caucus

The Fight Against COVID-19: Our Latest Legislative Efforts


Sweeney legislation to require the state to develop an infection prevention and control plan for nursing
homes passed the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee. The bill would require
the New Jersey Department of Health to assess infection control and prevention policies and develop a
statewide plan to improve existing systems. A companion measure would require state health officials to
develop infectious disease instructional programs for nurses who work in long-term care facilities.
 Sweeney bill to help schools and small businesses in New Jersey upgrade their water and ventilation
systems to better protect the health of students, educators, customers and workers advanced in the
Senate. The legislation would establish resources to ensure that heating, ventilation, and air conditioning
systems in schools and small businesses are upgraded to improve the health and safety of the
environment and to allow safe operations during the COVID-19 pandemic. The program will also fund
improvements to old, inefficient plumbing fixtures that waste water and energy.
“The importance of clean air and clean water takes on greater significance in the midst of the coronavirus
pandemic. We have to do all we can to protect the health and safety of students and educators, as well
as the customers and employees of small businesses. They need to have confidence that they are
breathing air and using water that is clean and safe.” - Senate President Sweeney
 Sweeney and Burzichelli legislation would require the Governor to work with the Commissioner of
Health to establish a plan that would use data to analyze COVID-19 trends in each county and
municipality, then individually categorize each area as high, medium or low-risk.
 Burzichelli legislation would decrease physical contact in venues with a seating capacity of 10,000 plus
persons and give venues the ability to shorten wait times by using cashless payment systems.
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Newsworthy and Noteworthy...

A Half Million Dollars in Grant Money Awarded to
Third District Agencies Serving Our Constituents

Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro are pleased to
announce the following state grants awarded to agencies serving the District:
$

$
$
$

Hannah’s House, Inc.: a non-profit organization in Glassboro committed to empowering and equipping
survivors of human trafficking, sexual abuse and domestic violence with employment stability and economic
independence received two awards. First award: $97,000 from the Shelter Support program to provide the
necessary funds for renovation work at the shelter. Second award: $99,961 from the COVID-19 Shelter
Support program to purchase pandemic-related equipment for the shelter.
Volunteers of America Delaware Valley, Inc.: a non-profit social service agency that provides essential
services to vulnerable individuals and communities received $30,000 from the COVID-19 Shelter Support
program to purchase equipment for the Glassboro shelter in response to the pandemic.
Gateway Community Action Partnership: agency which helps low- and moderate-income residents identify
and overcome barriers to self-sufficiency received a $257,818 Community Services Block Grant from the
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.
CATA Farmworkers Support Committee: agency which empowers and educates farmworkers through
leadership development and capacity building programing received a $22,352 Community Services Block
Grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.

New Jersey’s Unemployment Crisis: The Latest
2021 brought with it an extension of unemployment benefits. Earlier this month, $300 in
supplemental unemployment benefit payments began under the expanded CARES Act. The
$300 weekly benefit is in addition to regular unemployment payments, and is for anyone eligible
for any amount of unemployment from any federal or state program. This benefit, known as Federal Pandemic
Unemployment Compensation (FPUC), was authorized on December 27, 2020. The first week of eligibility was
the week ending January 2, 2021. The program runs through March 13, 2021.
Enactment of the Continued Assistance to Unemployed Workers Act of 2020 also means current recipients
of Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) or Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation
(PEUC) are likely eligible to receive benefits for 11 additional weeks, through March 13. These claimants
should continue to certify for benefits weekly.
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro are now in their
tenth month making constituent inquiries with the Department of Labor on unresolved unemployment claims
since the pandemic started, leaving many out of work. We will continue fighting for our constituents, so that
everyone who is entitled to benefits receives them.

Need Help with Your Unemployment Claim?
If you are seeking assistance with your
unemployment claim, our experienced team of constituent
services staff members will make a prompt inquiry on your
behalf with the New Jersey Department of Labor and
Workforce Development. We are here to serve you!

Email Us Anytime:
 sensweeney@njleg.org
 asmburzichelli@njleg.org
 asmtaliaferro@njleg.org

Sweeney, Burzichelli, and Taliaferro:
Your Voices in Trenton
Your Neighbors in South Jersey

