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COVID-19 Vaccine Resources for YOU 
 Pre-registration website for the vaccine: https://covidvaccine.nj.gov 
 New Jersey COVID-19 Phone Line: 855-568-0545 
 Gloucester County COVID-19 Hotline: 856-218-4142 
 Cumberland County Department of Health: 856-327-7602 
 Salem County Dept. of Health & Human Services: 856-935-7510 ext. 8421 

The Fight Against COVID-19: Our Latest Legislative Efforts 
     Acting to provide a financial lifeline to facilities that care for those who live with 
developmental disabilities, the Senate approved legislation co-sponsored by Senate 
President Sweeney that would allocate an additional $180 million to keep programs 
and services in place and help the providers survive the health crisis.  
    The legislation would allocate the supplemental appropriation to the Department 
of Children and Families, the Department of Human Services and the Department 
of Health to aid social service providers that are in financial distress due to COVID-
19. Serving the vulnerable population of those with developmental disabilities and 
the elderly, these programs and services face severe financial hardships that threaten 
their ability to survive the pandemic.  
 

     The full New Jersey Senate approved Sweeney bill to help schools and small             
businesses in New Jersey upgrade their water and ventilation systems to better      
protect the health of students, educators, customers and workers. The legislation 
would establish resources to ensure that heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
systems in schools and small businesses are upgraded to improve the health and 
safety of the environment and to allow safe operations during the COVID-19      
pandemic.  
 

     Taliaferro legislation to expand the authority of the New Jersey Infrastructure 
Bank (NJIB) unanimously passed the Assembly and Senate.  The NJIB is an                
independent State financing authority which supports the construction of               
environmental and transportation infrastructure projects across New Jersey. This bill 
would authorize the NJIB to also finance aviation and marine projects, as well as 
make it easier for NJIB to provide emergency relief or disaster loans to clean water, 
drinking water or transportation projects in the event of an emergency like the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

COVID Vaccine Distribution Increases Across South Jersey  
     Senate President Sweeney, a strong proponent for the COVID-19 vaccine, toured 
the Rowan University School of Osteopathic Medicine’s vaccine site. 

     “It’s great to see the healthcare workers of South Jersey 
going above and beyond to assist in our vaccine efforts,” 
said Senator Sweeney. “While other regions have struggled 
to staff their vaccine sites, here 
we have seen an abundance of 
health care professionals      
volunteering to administer    
vaccines and bring us closer to a 
post-COVID reality. It was a 

privilege to be able to tour this site and personally thank 
these incredible individuals for the work they are doing.” 

http://njlegdistrict3.com/
http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/ccdoh
https://health.salemcountynj.gov/
https://www.njsendems.org/sweeney-singleton-bill-would-give-financial-lifeline-to-direct-care-providers/
https://www.njsendems.org/senate-committee-acts-on-sweeney-singleton-bill-to-upgrade-water-ventilation-systems/
https://www.assemblydems.com/danielsen-speight-taliaferro-bill-to-authorize-nj-infrastructure-bank-to-finance-aviation-and-marine-projects-goes-to-governor/
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     Legislation authored by Senate President Steve Sweeney that would improve the quality of care in the      

Medicaid program by identifying multi-drug medication risk and reducing adverse drug effects unanimously 

passed the New Jersey Senate. The bill would push the state to initiate reforms that improve prescription safety 

and quality by requiring the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services in the Department of Human 

Services to contract with a third-party entity to apply a risk reduction model to prescription 

drug services under the Medicaid program.  

           “We need to make sure that Medicaid funds are used appropriately and efficiently, and 

that the pharmaceutical services we provide are appropriate and safe,” said Senator Sweeney. 

“Putting in the proper controls will save lives and prevent unnecessary hospital and doctor visits 

caused by adverse drug events.” 

     Nationwide, adverse drug events cause health problems that contribute to more than 3.5 

million physician office visits, 1.3 million emergency room visits and 350,000 hospitalizations, cause extended 

lengths of stay and are the leading preventable cause of hospital readmissions. 

Improvements to New Jersey’s Medicaid Rx Drug Program Advances 

     Legislation authored by Deputy Speaker        
Burzichelli would establish the New Jersey Fire  
Museum and Fallen Firefighter Memorial          
Commission.   
     The purpose of the commission 
is to oversee a permanent firefighter 
museum and fallen firefighter       
memorial to honor New Jersey’s 
proud history of firefighting service 
and the brave men and women who have sacrificed 
their lives in the fire service.  
     “The men and women of our fire departments 
heroically sacrifice on our behalf every day. Some 
have lost their lives in service to us. This museum 
will forever memorialize those we have lost in their 
selfless acts to protect us,” said Deputy Speaker 
Burzichelli.  “This is an important and necessary 
honor that we owe to these heroes.” 

Burzichelli Bill Aims to Honor                    
Fallen Firefighters, Establish Fire Museum 

Advocating for a More Fair and Inclusive New Jersey Workforce  
     The Senate unanimously passed legislation co-sponsored by Senate President Sweeney that would promote 
the employment of people with disabilities through the enactment of task forces. The task forces would study 
and make recommendations to the Governor and Legislature to address the problem of unemployment and        
underemployment among individuals with disabilities in the state and review available programs within the State 
and local governments. 
      The Senate also passed a resolution to establish the ‘Persons with Disabilities and Senior Citizen          
Transportation Services Task Force.’  That task force would study and make recommendations concerning 
ways to improve transportation services for senior citizens and people with disabilities.   
     “Both senior citizens and individuals living with disabilities have struggled to independently use public     
transportation for far too long,” said Senator Sweeney. “Often times, infrastructure is simply not accessible for 
them to use, making what should be an easy task sometimes impossible to do. Through addressing the major 
issues that currently exist, this task force will be able to proactively work towards meaningful solutions that will 
allow for better representation for those in the elderly and special needs communities.” 
     Under the resolution, the task force would be required to consider specific issue areas including, but not   
limited to, transportation obstacles for senior citizens and people with disabilities, improvement in accessible               
infrastructure and technology and efficient communication of delays and cancellations for public transportation. 

Sweeney Urges Reform on  
Government Spending 

     Senate President Steve Sweeney continues 
to urge the importance of improved state government 
efficiency and taxpayer savings. In an interview on NJTV, 
Senator Sweeney emphasized the need to address school 
consolidation, pension reform, and infrastructure        
improvements while making New Jersey more             
affordable. “We have to address the tough things that still 
have to get done,” said Senator Sweeney. 

Senator 
Sweeney  
Discusses 
Spending 

Reform on 
NJTV 

https://www.njsendems.org/sweeney-greenstein-initiative-to-improve-medicaid-prescription-drug-services-wins-senate-approval/
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/A9999/5075_I1.HTM
https://www.njsendems.org/madden-sweeney-legislation-to-establish-task-forces-to-promote-employment-of-people-with-disabilities-clears-the-senate/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LihNXc_p1M4&feature=youtu.be
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A New Approach to Public Safety in Cumberland Co. 
Third District Lawmakers Announce Grant Award  

     Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli and Assemblyman Taliaferro lauded 
the Cumberland County Prosecutor’s Office announcement of new grant funding which will allow 
them to reimagine public safety in the community. The $1.8 million in funding over the next three 
years will go towards projects to prevent school violence, reduce processing delays in juvenile     
cases, combat gang recruitment and support children exposed to violence and trauma.  

“The CCPO’s motto is ‘Serve. Protect. Educate. Empower.’ The grants that were announced will go a 
long way in helping the CCPO continue to serve the community and live up to this motto,” said     
Senator Sweeney. “These grants also provide a critical advantage and opportunity for the CCPO to 
provide programs and strategies that will benefit the vitality and quality of life in the community.” 

“It’s incredibly important that we are continuously looking for creative solutions to meet the needs 
of our community and improve the lives of South Jersey residents,” said Assemblyman Burzichelli. 
“The programs supported through this funding will do just that, improving the lives of our children 
through initiatives to reduce violence and support their mental well-being.” 

“All of these projects will ultimately help protect the young people in our community, and it is 
clear they were designed with the whole Cumberland County community in mind. The        
execution of these programs will be the same way,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “This is a big 
win for the people of Cumberland County and the Prosecutor’s Office and I look forward to    
seeing the long-term impact it has on our residents.” 

Grant Announcement$ 
     Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro         
announced that Volunteers of America Delaware Valley and the New Jersey Alliance of Boys and Girls 
Clubs have received grant awards from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs that will help 
fund re-entry programs and after-school programs. 

     Volunteers of America Delaware Valley, a non-profit social service agency that has been providing essential 
services to struggling individuals across South Jersey since 1896, will utilize a $6 million grant award to support 
programs that assist ex-offenders in Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem Counties with housing, drug treatment, 
and employment. 
     The New Jersey Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs will utilize a $500,000 grant to fund after-school programs 
for at-risk youth who live in low-income households. 
     “The Boys and Girls Clubs are committed to helping children succeed while providing a safe space for them 
to visit in their spare time,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “Ninety-seven percent of teen club members are    
expected to graduate from high school, so it is evident that these clubs are beneficial for our children.” 

 
     Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro announced 
the Salem County Board of Social Services was awarded $6,566 from the Department of Community 
Affairs; the grant awards will provide funds to administer the intake and eligibility determination of     

prospective beneficiaries of the Universal Service Fund and the LIHEAP program, which provide constituents 
with home energy assistance.  
     “The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on everyone, and one very real challenge we are facing is how to 
accommodate the influx of residents applying for public assistance for the first time,” said Senator Sweeney. 
“This award will provide much-needed support for Salem County’s Board of Social Services to help ensure they 
are able to process the new applications they are receiving.”  
     “The combination of the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic fallout it created has left countless New    
Jersey families unable to pay their bills and struggling to keep food on their tables,” said Deputy Speaker              
Burzichelli. “By providing support for application processing, these grants will help to connect low- and        
moderate-income families to the assistance they need to pay their bills and keep their head above water during 
this difficult time.” 
      “These awards could not have come at a better time,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “This funding will go a 
long way in ensuring our most vulnerable families can afford to heat their homes for the remainder of the     
winter.” 
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Be Ready … Get Registered: New Jersey’s Register Ready Program 
     Disaster can strike at any time. That’s why Senate President Steve Sweeney, Deputy Speaker John           
Burzichelli and Assemblyman Adam Taliaferro are encouraging constituents to be prepared by learning about 
the NJ Register Ready program. The program can safely and effectively help emergency responders assist those 
who may find it difficult to help themselves during a major disaster. 
     The New Jersey Office of Emergency Management offers the Register Ready program for New Jersey       
residents with disabilities or special needs as a way of providing information to families and first responders    
during an emergency, such as a hurricane, so that they can receive proper aid.     
     “The New Jersey Register Ready program is designed for those that are concerned that they may have a    
difficult time getting to safety in the event of an emergency,” said Senate President Steve Sweeney. “In the event 
of an evacuation, the Register Ready program is a way to help offer the assistance that residents may need.”  
      “The Register Ready program is free, voluntary, and confidential,” said Deputy Speaker Burzichelli. “The 
registration program will ensure the protection of residents’ privacy, and will only ask for information needed to 
help residents get to a safe place in an emergency.”  
      The program uses information to ensure that residents receive proper and efficient disaster preparedness 
information, assistance in registering those with special needs, and alerts for emergency situations.  
      “There are several easy ways to register for the program,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “Registration      
options are available for any resident, at their comfort and convenience.”  
To register for the program, residents can:  
 Register online at www.registerready.nj.gov 
 Call New Jersey’s toll-free 2-1-1 hotline for registration assistance 
Call your County Office of Emergency Management 
 Cumberland County: 856-455-8770 
 Gloucester County: 856-307-7100 
 Salem County: 856-769-2900 
     Residents are also encouraged to prepare themselves and their families in the event of an emergency. The 
New Jersey Office of Emergency Management suggests that residents assemble a “Go Bag” with identification, 
medications and contact information. The NJOEM also suggests that residents make plans for their households, 
including their pets, and that residents inquire about Public Alert Systems in their community.  

     Senate President Steve Sweeney is introducing ground-breaking legislation to encourage the creation of K-12 
regional and countywide school districts in an effort to improve educational quality and efficiency.  
     The legislation establishes criteria for state-funded regionalization studies, increases flexibility on                
regionalization cost apportionment, bars any regionalization that would have a segregative effect, and provides 
significant financial incentives for districts losing state aid because of declining enrollment to regionalize by      
extending the schedule for their Adjustment Aid cuts from four years to eight years.  

     “This will be the first major overhaul of New Jersey’s school regionalization statute in more 
than 25 years,” said Senator Sweeney. “It is designed to improve the quality of education by 
ensuring coordination of curriculum from K-12, provide the enriched educational experience 
that smaller districts cannot offer, and generate long-term savings that can be used to hold down 
property taxes or reinvest in expanded educational programs.” 
     Salem County is currently exploring the possibility of creating New Jersey’s first countywide 
school district with a state-funded Local Efficiency Achievement Program (LEAP) grant. The 
new legislation provides for an expedited preliminary approval process to enable districts losing 

Adjustment Aid to readjust their 2021-2022 school budgets to factor in the increased state aid they would receive 
for participating in regionalization studies in the first year. 
     Studies into the feasibility of establishing a countywide school district or a K-12 regional district incorporating 
any existing regional high school and its current sending districts would automatically receive preliminary       
approval for participation. 
     “We believe all students would benefit from the curriculum coordination and enhanced learning               
opportunities that come from attending a K-12 or countywide district,” said Senator Sweeney. “But                 
regionalization is particularly important for small districts with declining enrollments that are having an            
increasingly hard time providing a quality educational experience and making their budgets work. Districts with 
one school and fewer than 500 students spend 17% more per pupil than the 60% of New Jersey districts with 
1,000 or more students, and those include the large urban districts and comprehensive K-12 districts that are 
supposed to spend more under the state formula. Regionalization makes sense.”  

Historic, Bipartisan Effort to Regionalize School Districts and Improve Education 

https://www13.state.nj.us/SpecialNeeds/Signin?ReturnUrl=%2fSpecialNeeds%2f
https://www13.state.nj.us/SpecialNeeds/Signin?ReturnUrl=%2fSpecialNeeds%2f
https://www.njsendems.org/sweeney-gopal-oscanlon-push-bipartisan-bill-to-spur-k-12-regionalization-countywide-school-districts-2/

