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Sweeney’s ‘New Jersey Buy American Act’ Now Law
The “New Jersey Buy American Act,” sponsored by Senate President
Sweeney to promote the purchase of American-made steel and iron
products, has now been signed into law. It will boost job creation as well as the use of
domestically-manufactured products. The law ensures that, whenever possible, tax
dollars are spent on goods made in the United States by American workers.
“Requiring the purchase of American-made goods for public contracts makes
good economic sense,” said Senator Sweeney. “We have an obligation to use public
funds in ways that help both our workers and our businesses. This is part of a
national movement in support of American jobs that will help revitalize
infrastructure across the state and bolster the strength of our manufacturing
industries.”
Under the ‘New Jersey Buy American Act,’ all state contracts over $1 million in
value for the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, maintenance, or
improvement of any surface highway or bridge must contain a provision that any iron
or steel products are made in whole or substantial part in the United States.

Coming Back from COVID – The Road to Recovery
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli and Assemblyman
Taliaferro announced a $250,000 Community Service Block Grant for the
Mid-Atlantic States Career and Education Center in South Jersey.
The Mid-Atlantic States Career and Education Center provides youth and adults
seeking to enter or re-enter the workforce with the knowledge, abilities, and values
needed to compete more effectively in their offered career opportunities. This is
critically important as the workforce rebounds from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The award will provide funds to cover staff costs for personnel who train and
employ those reentering society from correctional facilities, provide food deliveries
to disabled veterans, and provide transportation for seniors.

COVID
Relief Funds for
Cumberland
County
Senate President
Sweeney, Deputy
Speaker Burzichelli, and
Assemblyman Taliaferro
announced a grant award
in the amount of $839,136
to Cumberland County.
The funds will be used
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Third District Lawmakers
Propose Legislation
for Salem County Wind Port
Legislation authored by Senate President Sweeney,
Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman
Taliaferro would authorize the state to create the New
Jersey Wind Port in Lower Alloways Creek Township.
The legislation follows a previous announcement to
create this first-in-the-nation infrastructure investment
that will provide a location for essential staging,
assembly, and manufacturing activities related to
offshore wind projects on the East Coast.
The New Jersey Wind Port, a decade
in the making, would be adjacent to
PSE&G nuclear facility. It is expected to help solidify
New Jersey as the country’s leader in offshore wind and
clean energy procurement. The project is expected to
create 1,500 union jobs for South Jersey, including
permanent jobs in manufacturing, assembly, and port
operations and hundreds of construction jobs.
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Sweeney Bill Would Put Controls on Warehouse Sprawl
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“New Jersey is proud to be known as the Garden State. But we are at risk of
becoming the warehouse state” - Senate President Sweeney
Acting in response to the rapid sprawl of warehouse construction across New Jersey, Senate President
Sweeney introduced legislation that gives municipalities impacted by these developments more control on their
approval.
Senator Sweeney’s bill would update the “Municipal Land Use Law” to require the notification of nearby
communities that could suffer negative consequences of the large-scale projects and give them a voice in the
approval process.
“New Jersey is proud to be known as the Garden State. But we are at risk of becoming the warehouse state,”
said Senator Sweeney. “The rapid increase in the construction and operation of retail warehouses poses a threat
to the preservation of farmland and open space. The impact of these large-scale projects extends to neighboring
communities that may experience economic and environmental consequences that impact their quality of life.”
Under the bill, a municipality would be required to notify and provide a
report to adjoining municipalities when an application is filed to build a retail
warehouse, allowing the neighboring communities to adopt a resolution of
“inter-municipal concern,” which would entitle them to have their concerns
considered by a joint board with members representing each municipality. The
report would include a regional economic impact analysis, paid for by the
developer.
The construction and operation of these warehouses have an impact on land
use, traffic, the environment, local economies, the fiscal well-being of municipal
governments, and social equity in the region, Senator Sweeney noted. They may also have a negative impact on
businesses and jobs in the area.
“We need to have safeguards in place that allow for reasonable controls before the projects are approved,”
said Senator Sweeney. “The host community and neighboring towns need to have a voice in the process and the
ability to reject proposals. The warehouses should be located where they make sense.”
The surge in warehouse construction is being fueled in large part by the growth in e-commerce and the
distribution of products for home delivery. Senator Sweeney’s bill would update zoning laws and state guidance
to empower municipalities to control the placement of the warehouses.

Sweeney-Taliaferro Bill to Expand Model Program for
Students with Disabilities Becomes Law
A model school program for students with special needs would be
expanded to 10 schools in each of the three regions of the state, under
terms of legislation authored by Senate President Sweeney and
Assemblyman Taliaferro that was signed into law.
The law would use the "Clayton Model," developed in the Clayton
School District in Gloucester County, as the blueprint for similar
programs that promote the “social and emotional learning” of students
with physical or developmental disabilities.
“This program has been successful in helping students with special
needs get the support they need to attain a quality education and gain the
living skills that will help them for their entire lives,” said Senator
Sweeney. “It is a means of advancing their academic performance and life
skills. The controlled expansion of the program will make this terrific
model available to students throughout the state.”
“The Clayton Model is based on the idea that a student’s educational
environment can influence his or her capacity to learn. A safe and
supportive educational environment can make a real difference in the
development of students,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “Parents,
educators and caregivers can play a vital role in this process. As we plan
our recovery from the coronavirus crisis, programs that help our children
thrive will be even more important.”
The program uses Individualized Education Plans for the students and
makes use of “tiered” support services, such as working in small groups
and providing individualized counseling.

Sweeney, Burzichelli Introduce

New Jobs for New Jersey Act

Senate President Sweeney and
Deputy Speaker Burzichelli are
co-sponsoring the New Jobs for

New Jersey Act.

The purpose of the legislation is
to incentivize and encourage small,
private-sector businesses to hire
unemployed persons, which in turn
will permit the perspective
employer to be eligible for a
refundable tax
credit. The credit
awarded per
eligible employee
would go towards
the employer’s
corporation business tax or gross
income tax.
“This is a win-win,” said Deputy
Speaker Burzichelli. “This program
puts New Jersey residents back to
work and gives employers a
much-needed financial boost as
they recover from the devastating
impact of the pandemic.
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Prepared Meals Company Serving-Up Fresh, New Jobs for South Jersey
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro welcomed an
announcement by Freshly Inc. that it has signed a lease for its second assembly and distribution facility in New
Jersey. The new facility will be located in East Greenwich in Gloucester County and will be Freshly’s largest
distribution center.
“This is a welcome addition to Gloucester County and the entire South Jersey region,” said Senator Sweeney.
“Freshly will bring jobs and a facility that will generate economic activity with a business that serves the needs of
a growing market. We look forward to a bright future that is rewarding to the company, its employees and
customers, and the East Greenwich community.”
The new facility is scheduled to be operational by February 2022 to help meet growing customer demand
and reduce the order-to-delivery cycle time to consumers.
“Expanding Freshly’s presence in our state is going to benefit many hardworking individuals and create a
larger job market,” said Assemblyman Burzichelli. “We welcome Freshly and the economic growth that will
come along with the development.”
Freshly is the leading provider of fresh prepared meals in the U.S.
“With higher demands for fresh foods, it’s fitting for Freshly to branch out in the Garden State. It is in the
best interest of consumers and workers alike,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “This project is going to have a
long-lasting positive impact on Gloucester County and all of South Jersey.”

Freshly, Inc’s Investment in Gloucester County… By the Numbers
1.6 million: number of meals Freshly Inc. will be equipped to assemble and ship per week
at peak capacity from its east Greenwich facility
 234,000: number of square feet for new facility in East Greenwich
 340: number of new, incremental jobs expected to be created


Grant Announcement$ for the Third Legislative District
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli and Assemblyman Taliaferro announced the

Gateway Community Action Partnership will receive a $117,482 award from the Heating Improvement
COVID-19 program. This award will provide funds to improve heating system efficiency in the homes of

income-eligible households in Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem counties.
“We are grateful to receive this grant, which will be beneficial for many families living within our district,”
said Senator Sweeney. “Our working families that have been financially hurt by the COVID-19 pandemic have
been struggling to pay their utility bills. With this funding, they will be able to improve the efficiency of their
heating systems so they can keep costs down.”
“Across New Jersey, many low-income families are struggling to get by and will benefit greatly from having
more efficient heating systems,” said Assemblyman Burzichelli. “These funds will have a positive impact on
working families across our district, and will hopefully reduce some of their financial anxiety by lowering their
utility bills.”
“We are fortunate to live in a state that cares about the well-being of all of our residents, with this grant
helping to ensure that families in our district can have efficient heating systems and, in turn, affordable utility
bills,” said Assemblyman Taliaferro. “I am looking forward to seeing the many ways this funding will help those
who need it the most.”
Gateway Community Action Partnership aims to help low- to moderate income residents of Cumberland,
Gloucester and Salem counties identify and overcome barriers to self-sufficiency, and improve their quality of
life.
“Stand Up for Salem” has been approved for two funding awards from the Department of Community
Affairs’ Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Credit program. A $315,000 award will provide funds for
activities that will contribute to the revitalization of the Oak to Olive neighborhood of
Salem City, while a separate, $50,000 grant was awarded for the Center of Salem
neighborhood.
The Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Credit program (NRTC) is designed to foster the
revitalization of New Jersey's distressed neighborhoods. NRTC offers business entities an 80%
tax credit against various New Jersey state taxes. Credits are provided to business entities that
invest in the revitalization of low- and moderate-income neighborhoods in eligible cities.
Stand Up for Salem, Inc. is a volunteer-based nonprofit organization working to bring new life to the center
of Salem. Its mission is to stimulate business opportunity, historic preservation and community growth through
grassroots community development.
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Help for Those Impacted by COVID-19
Responding to increasing food insecurity
throughout New Jersey as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the New Jersey Legislature
approved a bill sponsored by Senate President
Sweeney to allocate $10 million in federal funds to support
food banks throughout the state.
“Hunger in America is a quiet crisis that has been made
worse by the pandemic,” said Senator Sweeney. “The economic
fallout has made it tragically hard for a growing number of
families to put food on their tables. Food banks provide a
lifeline for those who experience the insecurity of not knowing
where their next meal is coming from.”
The bill would appropriate $10 million from the federal
CARES Act for distribution to food banks by the New Jersey
Department of Agriculture. More than 1.2 million people in
New Jersey face hunger every day. Nearly 400,000 of them are
children.
“When children don’t have enough food to eat, they can
suffer direct and dramatic effects on their physical development
and mental well-being,” said Senator Sweeney. “Food banks
have experienced a double-squeeze in responding to the crisis,
facing both skyrocketing demand and rising food prices.”
A recent report projects an increase of more than 50% in
food insecurity throughout New Jersey from before the
pandemic hit, with rates higher in communities of color,
households with at least one non-citizen, rural areas, and in
households that have experienced job loss.

Help for Local Communities Dealing
with the Impact of Truck Traffic
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli and
Assemblyman Taliaferro announced that the New Jersey
Department of Transportation awarded more than $3 million
to help municipalities and counties in the Third District
provide for the safe movement of large truck traffic.
The Local Freight Impact Fund is a competitive program
which was created as part of the Transportation Trust Fund
reauthorization in October 2016. This is the fourth year that
grants have been awarded under this program.
“While truck routes are good for our local economies, they
can take a serious toll on our roadways,” said Assemblyman
Taliaferro. “This funding will allow us to resurface some of
those thoroughfares, protecting the safety of both residents and
truck drivers.”
The program helps New Jersey’s municipalities fund
projects that emphasize and enhance the safe movement of
large truck traffic, renew aging structures that carry large truck
traffic, promote economic development, and support new
transportation opportunities without the need for additional
property taxes.
Cumberland County:
 2 grants
 $1.2 million
 $800,000

Logan Township
 $325,000

West Deptford Township
 $700,000
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Financial Assistance for Non-Profit
Organizations Affected by COVID-19
Senate President Sweeney,
Deputy Speaker Burzichelli and
Assemblyman Taliaferro
announced two South Jersey
nonprofits were awarded $40,000 through a
recovery program to help the arts sector
prepare for a full-scale recovery.
The Appel Farm Arts and Music Campus
and the Wheaton Arts and Cultural Center
were each awarded $20,000 from the New
Jersey Council on the Arts COVID Critical
Needs Program. The Appel Farm Arts &
Music Campus aims to provide people of all
ages, cultures and economic backgrounds
with a supportive, cooperative environment in
which to explore the fine and performing arts.
Wheaton Arts and Cultural Center works
to engage artists and audiences in an evolving
exploration of creativity and is home to the
Museum of American Glass.
“I have seen firsthand the impact these
organizations have on our region and I am
grateful they are receiving this support,”
said Assemblyman Burzichelli.

Legislative News & Notes
The New Jersey Senate unanimously
approved a bill authored by Senate President
Sweeney that would help improve
transportation services for the disabled.
The legislation would have the Department
of Human Services authorize any recipient of
disability benefits, including Social Security,
to use those resources to pay for services
offered by a transportation network company
that uses a digital network to provide
prearranged rides.
The measure would also require the
Department of Human Services to work with
the Department of Transportation to develop
and implement a public awareness campaign
to inform the recipients of disability benefits
of the transportation options under the bill.
Senate President Sweeney introduced
legislation allowing job seekers to gain
exemptions from civil service exams to help
promote the inclusion of individuals with
disabilities in the public sector workforce.
“People with disabilities have proven to be
excellent workers when they are given a fair
opportunity. Holding a job better enables
them to live full and rewarding lives as they
are fully engaged in day-to-day life with
others. The civil service exam can be an
unreasonable obstacle even though they are
fully capable of performing the work,” said
Senator Sweeney.

