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New Jersey’s Senior Freeze

Summer 2021
Our District Offices

Property Tax Reimbursement Update

Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman
Taliaferro remind Third District seniors to check their mailboxes. The New Jersey
Division of Taxation started mailing 2020 Senior Freeze (Property Tax
Reimbursement) checks to applicants who filed before May 1, 2021. The deadline
for 2020 applications is November 1, 2021.
$ For those who filed their applications between May 1, 2021 - June 1, 2021,
checks will be issued on or before: September 1, 2021
$ If you file your application between June 2 – September 1, 2021, checks will be
issued on or before: November 1, 2021
$ If you file your application between September 2 – November 1, 2021, checks
will be issued on or before: December 1, 2021
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For additional information on the Senior Freeze benefit, your Third District
lawmakers wish to share the following resources:

Senior Freeze infoline: 1-800-882-6597 to check the status of a filed
application, order an application, and ask questions.
 Automated infoline: 1-800-323-4400 for prerecorded information.
 Online: www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/index.shtml
 Email: nj.taxation@treas.nj.gov for general information.
 In person: Go to njtaxation.org, then Contact Us and click Visit.
 Deaf, hard of hearing, deafblind, or those with a speech disability:
visit njrelay.com or call 711.


Visit Our Website to Get
the Latest News on:



Legislation
Services for you

NJLegDistrict3.com

Homestead Rebate: Expect More
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman
Taliaferro are pleased to report the Homestead Benefit has been updated to
provide greater relief for those who need it most. The Homestead Benefit payments
will be based on 2017 property tax information, the most recent payment
information available, instead of 2006 records. This change is estimated to increase
the average benefit for seniors and disabled homeowners by more than $130 and
the average benefit for lower-income homeowners by $145.
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Sweeney School Regionalization Legislation Advances
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The New Jersey Senate gave final approval to legislation sponsored by Senate President Sweeney to
encourage the creation of K-12 regional and countywide school districts in an effort to improve educational
quality, equality and efficiency.
The comprehensive legislation establishes criteria for state-funded regionalization studies, increases flexibility
on regionalization cost apportionment, bars any regionalization that would have a segregative effect, protects
accrued tenure and seniority, and provides significant financial incentives for districts losing state aid because of
declining enrollment to regionalize by extending the schedule for their Adjustment Aid
cuts from four years to eight years.
“This will be the first major overhaul of New Jersey’s school regionalization statute
in more than 25 years,” said Senator Sweeney. “It is designed to improve the quality of
education by ensuring coordination of curriculum from K through 12. It will also
provide the enriched educational experience that smaller districts cannot offer, and
generate long-term savings that can be used to hold down property taxes or reinvest in
expanded educational programs.”
The legislation provides an expedited pre-approval process to enable Adjustment
Aid districts to recalculate their state aid to factor in the increased aid they would receive for participating in
countywide or K-12 regionalization studies during the 2021-22 school year. Districts must vote on
regionalization within two years to stretch out their Adjustment Aid cuts over eight years, rather than four.
Salem County is currently exploring the possibility of creating New Jersey’s first countywide school district
with a state-funded Local Efficiency Achievement Program (LEAP) grant, and Kingsway Regional in Gloucester
County is using LEAP grants for K-12 regionalization studies. In all, more than 75 school districts encompassing
15 potential K-12 regional districts are currently involved in or exploring regionalization study options.
The bill requires the state Education Commissioner to certify that regionalization would not have an
increased segregative effect in any affected district, and provides for accrued tenure and seniority rights to carry
over into any newly created or expanded regional districts. The Senate voted 38-0 to concur with Assembly
amendments that expanded the scope of the non-segregative language from race to include socio-economic
status, English Language Learners and those with disabilities.

COVID-19: Our Latest Legislative Efforts
Legislation sponsored by Senate President Sweeney and
passed by the Senate and General Assembly calls for the state
to develop an infection prevention and control plan for nursing
homes. The bill would require the New Jersey Department of
Health to assess infection control and prevention policies and
develop a statewide plan to improve existing systems.
A companion measure, co-sponsored by Senator
Sweeney to support the heroic work of nurses whose service
saved lives and provided vital care for those who contracted the
virus during the pandemic, would have state health officials
develop infectious disease instructional programs for nurses
who work in long-term care facilities.
Senate President Steve Sweeney lauded the enactment of
legislation he cosponsored to protect students with
disabilities from “aging out” of eligibility for the education
services that were lost to the pandemic. The bill requires
boards of education to extend the educational and related
services the students are already entitled to in the 2020-21,
2021-22, and 2022-23 school years, protecting them from
being “aged out” of eligibility when they turn 21.

Sweeney’s Shared Services
Legislation Advances
Legislation sponsored by Senate
President Sweeney that would
generate taxpayer savings and
promote government efficiency
through greater use of shared services
by local governments has gained
Senate approval.
The bill would make it easier for
municipalities that choose to share services to
reorganize Civil Service employees, creating
greater efficiency. This would address a
concern raised by local government leaders
that Civil Service rules serve as a barrier to
sharing services. The bill would expedite the
resolution of disputes over Civil Service rules
and tenure provisions in the context of shared
services agreements and joint contracts.

Sweeney’s New Jersey Buy American Act—What it Means for NJ
Senate President Sweeney’s “New Jersey Buy American Act,” recently enacted into law, is based on an
important premise: when the state is using public funds to serve public needs, it has a responsibility to use those
resources in ways that support domestic needs, including American jobs, the economy and key industries. The
law requires that large state capital contracts must use iron or steel products made in the United States.
Reinvesting tax dollars into the local and national economy this way promotes growth, expands the tax base, and
– by employing more Americans – ultimately reduces the burden on social safety net programs.
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$2 Million in Grant$ Awarded to Third Legislative District Communities
Senate President Sweeney, Deputy Speaker Burzichelli, and Assemblyman Taliaferro are proud to
announce the following awards to Third District Communities from the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs Small Cities Community Development Block Grant:
Cumberland County:
Grant award amount: $301,431
How the money will be spent:
Providing working capital funds to local,
established small businesses that have been
severely impacted by COVID-19.
Grant award amount: $292,820
How the money will be spent:
Completing septic system improvements as part
of an owner-occupied housing rehabilitation
project for low- to moderate-income qualified
residents.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a serious toll on
the small business community. This funding will go a
long way towards ensuring the continued success of
businesses, municipalities, and facilities that are so vital
to the overall quality of life for everyday New
Jerseyans,” said Senator Sweeney. “I’m also pleased to
see investments throughout the Third Legislative
District to improve infrastructure and increase
accessibility.”

City of Salem:
Grant award amount: $107,000
How the money will be spent:
Fighting blight by helping low-income residents in the
community rehabilitate homes to maintain sustainable
living conditions and removing burnt out, dilapidated
housing structures that pose a threat to the health and
safety of residents.

Borough of Penns Grove:
Grant award amount: $400,000
How the money will be spent:
Providing funds to the Borough for stormwater
system infrastructure improvements on East Pitman
Street.

Pittsgrove Township:
Grant award amount: $107,000
How the money will be spent:
Rehabilitating approximately 5 housing units occupied
by low- and moderate-income residents.

Deerfield Township:
Grant award amount: $400,000
How the money will be spent:
Removing mobility barriers that hinder access to
the disabled and elderly at Carmel Park, the
Municipal Building and Senior Center in order to
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. In
addition, an emergency generator will be installed
at the Senior Center.

Upper Deerfield Township:
Grant award amount: $400,000
How the money will be spent:
Completing Americans with Disabilities Act
improvements and by removing architectural
barriers at the Seabrook Recreation Complex
Grant award amount: $107,000
How the money will be spent:
Rehabilitating approximately 12 low-income
housing units

“As we begin to return to some sense of
normalcy, it’s important to invest in our
communities and work to improve the day-today lives of our residents,” said Deputy Speaker
Burzichelli. “I have seen firsthand the impact
these projects have on our neighborhoods and I
am grateful they are receiving this support.”

“For much of the last year, we were
laser-focused on stopping the spread of
COVID-19 and addressing the many
challenges that came along with it,” said
Assemblyman Taliaferro. “Now, as
vaccination rates continue to rise and we
begin returning to normal, we can return
our full focus to improving the quality of
life for the residents of our district,
including shoring up our infrastructure to
safeguard our water quality and to protect
against flood risks.”
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Resources for Third District Constituents
Get Connected - For Less
The Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB) is a Federal
Communications Commission program designed to help
families and households struggling to afford internet service during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The EBB will provide a discount of up
to $50 per month towards broadband service for eligible households.
This new benefit will connect eligible households to jobs, critical
healthcare services, virtual classrooms, and much more.
This program can be helpful to families struggling with their
finances during these difficult times. This may be the solution for
many Third District families.
Eligible households can also receive a one-time discount of up to
$100 to purchase a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet from
participating providers if they contribute more than $10 and less than
$50 toward the purchase price.
A household is eligible if a member of the household meets one
of the criteria below:
 Has an income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines or participates in certain assistance programs, such as
SNAP, Medicaid, or Lifeline;
 Approved to receive benefits under the free and reduced-price
school lunch program or the school breakfast program, including
through the USDA Community Eligibility Provision in the 20192020 or 2020-2021 school year;
 Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award year;
 Experienced a substantial loss of income due to job loss or
furlough since February 29, 2020 and the household had a total
income in 2020 at or below $99,000 for single filers and
$198,000 for joint filers; or
 Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating provider's existing
low-income or COVID-19 program.
Customers can sign up by contacting a participating provider,
enroll online at https://www.getemergencybroadband.org, or sign up
via mail. To find out more or learn where to access a mail-in
application, call 1-833-511-0311.

Free Air Conditioners for
Seniors and Those
with Disabilities
The Cumberland County
Office on Aging and Disabled,
in partnership with the Puerto Rican
Action Committee of Southern New
Jersey, has started a program to provide
air conditioners to vulnerable senior
citizens.
Residents over age 60 with chronic
health conditions, along with those
under age 60 with a disability and/or
chronic health issues are also eligible.
The supply of air conditioners is
limited. To apply for the program, call
the Puerto Rican Action Committee of
Southern New Jersey at 856-213-6693.

Need Help Buying Groceries?
….NJ SNAP may be able to
assist.
Learn how NJ SNAP
recipients can order groceries online by
visiting this website:
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/
njsnap/
Where’s My State Income Tax Refund?
Learn the status of your 2020
New Jersey state income tax refund:
 1-800-323-4400
 https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/
taxation/checkrefundstatus.shtml

Assistance Programs for Those Impacted by COVID-19
If you’re concerned about your mental health or the mental health of someone
you love, NJMentalHealthCares can help. The free helpline offers telephone
counseling, emotional support, information and assistance:
 Call 866-202-HELP (4357) or Text NJHOPE to 51684
 7-days a week, 8am-8pm
For New Jersey health care workers on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic
who need support, you can talk about it by calling the COVID Hope and Healing
Helpline:
 1-833-416-8773
 7-days a week, 8am-8pm
For New Jersey first responders who are seeking support during the pandemic, you
can contact Rise NJ First Responders for assistance:
 1-833-237-4325.
 7-days a week, 8am-8pm

